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TIMOR-LESTE — MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale — Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [2.05 pm]: I am very 
pleased to advise the house that, following the historic signing of a memorandum of understanding between the 
governments of Western Australia and Timor-Leste on 22 February 2008, the government of Timor-Leste 
invited the Western Australian government to participate in the Timor-Leste development partners’ meeting in 
Dili from 27 to 29 March 2008. I attended the meeting as the representative of the state government, 
accompanied by an executive director from Main Roads and a member of my staff. In accordance with the 
memorandum of understanding, and given that Timor-Leste is a very close neighbour and a new country, I 
explored areas where Western Australia could offer assistance and where there may be opportunities for mutual 
benefit. 

As well as attending the main sessions of the meeting, I had a series of bilateral meetings with high level Timor-
Leste government representatives and others, including the ministers for infrastructure, tourism, commerce and 
industry, and economic development; the secretaries of state for public works, transport, planning, vocational 
training and natural resources; and Charles Andrews, the resident representative of the Asian Development 
Bank. I acknowledge the great assistance we received from His Excellency Hernani Coelho da Silva, the Timor-
Leste Ambassador to Australia; Mr Abel Guterres, the Timor-Leste Consul General to Australia; and Mr Peter 
Heywood, the Australian Ambassador to Timor-Leste. A common theme of the meetings was that although the 
country has sufficient human resources, it does not have the skills to accomplish what is required to develop into 
a sustainable, self supporting nation. Capacity building is needed at every level of the workforce. 

As a result of the discussions, it was decided to begin, through Main Roads Western Australia, a program of on-
the-job training in road construction and maintenance for two or three Timorese from the infrastructure ministry, 
predominantly in the Kimberley region. This training will be at the construction and maintenance supervisory 
level, and it is anticipated that each trainee will be in Australia for around three months. The obvious climatic 
and topographic challenges of building roads in the Kimberley are particularly relevant to Timor-Leste. 

Secondly, as members are aware, there is a critical shortage of labour in the north of Western Australia in the 
horticultural and tourism industries, particularly in the entry level positions. This has been contributed to by the 
high wages offered by the mining companies and is placing a great deal of pressure on horticultural producers 
and tourism providers. Following interest expressed by some employers in these industries, the possibility was 
discussed of a special arrangement for young people from Timor-Leste to be provided with temporary entry into 
Western Australia for six months to work in specified fields of horticulture and tourism. This proposal was 
enthusiastically embraced by the Timorese government officials as offering some much-needed employment and 
the critical cultural capacity building that they identify as essential for their economic advancement. This project 
has great potential to benefit both Western Australia and our nearest international neighbour. 

Western Australians have shown a great concern for the people of Timor-Leste, and I am sure they will 
recognise that we are progressing projects that will help Timor-Leste thrive as an independent, stable nation. 
 


